
Housing In Southampton – A Radical Solution
Background

Labour have done nothing to help the housing crisis in Southampton over the 
last six years. In fact, because of their dogma they have made the situation 
worse. Their insistence on the council having to own new homes, their 
stopping of the Conservatives’ Estate Regeneration programme and their 
profligate spending, has meant that most young people in Southampton have 
little real choice in housing.

Many of Southampton’s Estates are well past their expected life. Most were 
constructed in the 1950’s and 1960’s and were expected to last 50 years. 
They were not built for modern requirements and the estates were not 
designed for modern living. Under the Conservatives, we would remodel our 
estates, allowing more homes to be built in a better environment, with more 
facilities; giving better outcomes to our residents who deserve to have the 
best chances in life.

Without urgent and comprehensive Estate Regeneration, the estates will 
continue to decay, giving residents worse health, worse education, more 
crime, and a worse life. Comprehensive Estate Regeneration will allow us to 
build:

 More homes – in a wide range of sizes (1,2,3,4+ bedrooms);
 Flexible homes – where the interior design can be changed;
 Retirement homes;
 Grandparent annexes;
 Extra Care Homes;
 Homes for first time buyers;
 Homes to part buy / part rent;
 Plots of land for own build.

We would work with Housing Associations to help fund this. We would also 
use Council Right to Buy Receipts from the sale of Council Houses. 
Southampton City Council may keep 100% of the receipts as long as it agrees
to replace homes bought on a 1 to 1 basis. We would provide at least 2 new 
homes for every 1 sold under Right to Buy.

We would also ensure far more shared ownership properties are built and 
focus on first time buyers.

How You Can Buy Your Own Council Home

The Government’s Right to Buy scheme provides discounts to tenants who 
wish to buy their council house or flat.

For flats this discount is 50% from year 3 with an extra 2% per year from year 
5, to a maximum discount of 70%



For houses the discount starts at 35% with an extra 1% per year after 5 years.

Full details can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/right-to-buy-buying-your-
council-home/discounts.

A Conservative run council would help you in applying for a mortgage by 
acting as a mortgage guarantor.

Own An Immediate Share In Your Council Home

A Conservative Council would introduce Ownership Credits giving council 
tenants an ownership share in their council home.

As a council tenant you will build up equity at the rate of 0.5% of the value of
the home per year, to a maximum of 15% and we will backdate this to when 
you moved into your property.

For example if your council flat is worth £120,000 and you have been a 
tenant for 10 years. You will receive an equity stake of £6,000 (£120,000 x 
0.5% x 10).

This will only apply to ‘good tenants’.

The Ownership Credit can be added to your Right to Buy Discount or you 
can take it with you if you move into private housing and this will help you 
with a deposit if you are buying your own home.

Rights For Renters

We will set up a Social Letting Agency which will be not for profit. This means 
lower fees and higher standards. We will link in with the Southampton 
University scheme. This is good for tenants and landlords.

Right To Build 

We will encourage people who wish to build their own houses. If you can find 
a plot of council land, there will be a presumption that building can happen 
(subject to planning permission). The cost of the land will be taken by the 
council when the house is sold. To further help this, there will be plots for self 
build in the Estate Regeneration programme, and a Conservative Council 
would look at allowing companies to provide plots for self build as part of their 
planning applications.

These policies will help to revitalize the housing market in Southampton. But 
most of all, the Conservatives pledge to urgently rebuild our estates, giving 
people the homes they want.
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